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IM THF CA AIMS; 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A Voice over IP (VoIP) telecommunications system, 
comprising: 

a plurality of local VoIP networks serviced by local gatekeepers; and 
a backup gatekeeper, said backup gatekeeper adapted configured to provide 
gatekeeper services to individual ones of said local VoIP networks if a local gatekeeper 
servicing nne of said local VoIP netwofk networks is not available; 

wherein a router or proxy s erver rifttfirmineR if a looal gatekeeper is available 
prior to routing a oall request to the haokup gatekeeper. 

2. (Currently Amended) A Voice over IP (VoIP) telecommunications system 
in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said backup gatekeeper is adapt e d configured to 
maintain local gatekeeper profiles in a database and access one of said local profiles 
when a corresponding local gatekeeper is unavailable. 

3. (Currently Amended) A Voice over IP (VoIP) telecommunications system 
oonnprislng: i n accordanc e w i th c l a i m 2. 

a plurality of looal VoIP networks servif^ed hy lo oai gatekeepers; and 

a haokup gatekeeper , said backup gatekeeper nonfigured to provide gatekeeper 
servioes to inriiviriual ones of said looal VoIP n etworks if a lonal gatekeeper servicing 
one of said lor^al VoIP networks is not available: 

wherein sairi ha r.kiip gatekeeper is oonfiqiireri to maintain local gatekeeper 
profiles in a database and aooess one of said looal profiles when a corresponding local 
gatekeeper is unavailable; and 

further comprising a proxy server adapt e d oonfigured to direct call signaling to 
said local gatekeepers if said local gatekeepers are available and to said backup 
gatekeeper if said local gatekeepers are not. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A Voice over IP (VoIP) telecommunications system 
rnmprislng - i n accordance w i th c l aim 2. 

a pliirality of Inna l VoIP networks sen/iced by local gatftl<ftepers: and 

a backup gatekeeper, said backup gatekeaper configured to provide gatekeeper 
services to individual ones f^f said local VnIP networks if a local gatekeeper servicing 
one of said local VoIP networks is not available: 

wherein said ba ckup gatekeeper is configured to nnaintain local gatekeeper 
profiles in a database a nd access one of said local profiles when a corresponding local 
gatekeeper is unavailable; and 

further comprising one or more routers, said one or more routers adapt e d 
configured to direct call signaling to said local gatekeepers if said local gatekeepers are 
available and to said backup gatekeeper if said local gatekeepers are not. [[.]] 

5. (Original) A Voice over IP (VoIP) telecommunications system in 
accordance with claim 2, wherein said backup gatekeeper is provided by a Network 
Services Provider. 

6. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications gatekeeper, comprising: 
a control unit; and 

a plurality of local gatekeeper modules corresponding to local gatekeepers 
associated with said telecommunications gatekeeper, wherein said control unit is 
adapted configured to select for operation individual ones of said local gatekeeper 
modules when corresponding ones of said local gatekeepers are reported by a router or 
proYy sen/er as being unavailable. 

7. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system, comprising: 
a plurality of voice over packet networks, each of said voice over packet 

networks having an associated local gatekeeper; and 

a backup gatekeeper having a plurality of local gatekeeper modules 
corresponding to local gatekeepers and sdiapte6 configured to select for operation 
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individual ones of said local gatekeeper modules when corresponding ones of said local 

gatekeepers are unavailable^jsuod 

a prnyy server nr rnutfir rnnfigured tn HptPrmine if a nnrrfispnnding one of the 

Innal gatek ftftpars is tinax/ailahle 

8. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system in accordance with 
claim 7, further comprising a proxy server adapt e d configured to route gatekeeper 
signaling to and from said backup gatekeeper if a local gatekeeper is not available. 

9. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system in accordance with 
claim 7, further comprising a router adapted nnnfigured to route gatekeeper signaling to 
and from said backup gatekeeper if a local gatekeeper is not available. 

10. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein said backup gatekeeper is programmed to provide said local 
gatekeeper modules for service as a subscription service, said backup gatekeeper 
hftlng provided at a location of a service provider. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

monitoring whether a plurality of local gatekeepers are available; and 
providing backup gatekeeper services from a backup gatekeeper if any of said 

local gatekeepers are determined hy an a.^snriatftri rnutftr or proxy server to not be 

available. 

12. (Original) A method in accordance with claim 1 1 , said monitoring 
comprising a router determining if a local gatekeeper is unavailable and routing 
gatekeeper signaling to said backup gatekeeper in response thereto. 
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1 3. (Original) A method in accordance with claim 1 1 , said monitoring 
comprising a proxy server determining if a local gatekeeper is unavailable and routing 
gatekeeper signaling to said backup gatekeeper in response thereto. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

providing a plurality of local VoIP networks serviced by local gatekeepers; and 
providing a backup gatekeeper, said backup gatekeeper adapt e d configured to 

provide gatekeeper services to individual ones of said local VoIP networks if a local 

gatekeeper servicing said local VoIP network is not available;_aQ£l 

prnviriing a prn vy sftivftr nr muter rnnfiqiirftri tn rifttarmine if a corresponding one 

of the local qatftkaapers is unavailable. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim 14, wherein said 
backup gatekeeper is adapt e d configured to maintain local gatekeeper profiles in a 
database and access said local profiles when a corresponding local gatekeeper is 
unavailable. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method i n accordance with cla i m 15, oomprising: 
prn\/iriing a plurality nf local VoI P nfttwnrks sftrviceri hy local gatekeepers: 

and 

proviriinq a backup qatftkftftpar sairt backup gatekeeper configured to 
provide gatekeeper services to IndiviHual ones of sairi local VoIP networks if a 
local gatftkeaper servicing said local VoIP network Is not available: 

whfirfiin said backup qatfikeeper is co nfiqured to maintain local 
qatfikftftpftf profiles in a datahasa a nd access said local profiles when a 
corrfispondinq local q atekepper is iinavailahlft- and 

further comprising a proxy server adapt e d configured to direct call 
signaling to said local gatekeepers if said local gatekeepers are available and to 
said backup gatekeeper if said local gatekeepers are not. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method i n accordanc e w i th c l a i m 15, comprising: 
prnx/lfling a plurality of Innal VnIP netw orks Rervired hy Innal gatekeepers: 

and 

providing a har.kup gateke eper said hankup gatekeeper configured to 
provide gatekeeper servir^s tn inriividiial o nes of said local VoIP networks If a 
loral gatekeeper sen/in ing said local VoIP network is not available: 
wherein said backup g atekeeper is configured to maintain local gatekeeper 
profiles in a database a nd access saiH local profiles when a corresponding local 
gatekeeper is unavailable: and 

further comprising one or more routers, said one or more routers adapt e d 
configured to direct call signaling to said local gatekeepers if said local 
gatekeepers are available and to said backup gatekeeper if said local 
gatekeepers are not. [.] 

18. (Original) A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein said backup 
gatekeeper is provided by an Internet Service Provider. 
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